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Schwab, Benvenisti, and others contracted to the resonance of
good English, like Byng, from one of lengthy German origin, and
others changed completely, so that only the tight black curls on
the head and the prominent noses denoted Semitic origin. But
these Cohens and the like, under the tutelage of Stallard, became
good sportsmen, I think much more so than that greater number
of boys of their race whom one met in competition in the games
against the other and newer private schools which had grown
like mushrooms in the neighbourhood, and whose pupils were
. increasingly boys of Jewish stock.

Stallard was a great historian ; and as Murray had implanted
in my mind all the wonder and revelation of a world geography,
so Stallard encouraged an interest in the races, septs, and clans,
in their values and national characteristics. And the impulse
contributed to a desire for physical perfection by the Marine
sergeant of Deal, was enormously enhanced by the muscular
and lithe giant ex-cavalry man who punched me vigorously on
the nose until my eyes poured with water, in order to stir my
pugnacity and test my powers of resistance. I never succeeded
in making any impression upon Sergeant-Major Biggs, but as Mr.
Stallard was himself a boxer and possessed a prominent proboscis
of the Wellingtonian type, I reserved my strength and skill to
brave the defences of the head master and to deliver an onslaught
upon his nose, which I succeeded in making bleed more than once.

But I was remarkable, between the ages of thirteen and fourteen,
for my size and strength, already having reached five feet ten
inches in height and weighing over nine stone. My twin brother
was almost of equal size and weight and at the annual gymnastic
display preceding the Christmas holidays, we used to be exhibited
to the other parents like prize live-stock.

But there were other boys produced by the school in my
generation of almost equal proportions, while the roll of
scholarships to Rugby, Marlborough, Charterhouse, Wellington,
Winchester, Westminster, and other first-class public schools,
demonstrated that in no way was education neglected*
And these facts are some testimony to the sun's penetrative
powers in high Hampstead, and to the consequent gifts of ultra-
violet rays, while lower London wallows in a mire of carbon fog.

When it rained on half-holidays, the school used to be gathered
in the classrooms and the heavy wooden screens separating them
rolled back, while an institution known as " penny readings "
delivered itself of songs and recitations. A Scot, by name